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Habanera 

 

Composed by Georges B izet 
 

Arranged by Mike Hext 
 

An Original Arrangement for Superbrass. 
 

5 :00 Minutes 
 

4 Trumpets 
1 Horn in F 
4 Trombones 

1 Tuba 
1 Drum K it 

1 Percuss ion  
 

Trumpet 1 and Trombone 1 parts require improvising skills. 
Percussion section requires: Vibraphone 

 

Alternative transposed parts for Eb Soprano Cornet, Eb Tenor Horn, Bb Trombone, Euphonium or Baritone in Treble Clef 
and Eb & Bb Bass in Treble Clef are automatically included in both hard copy and download formats. 

 
If you require additionally transposed parts, please drop me an email at info@superbrass.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

 



  

 
 

Habanera 

The Habanera is a Cuban contradanza, a popular dance from the 19th century. It was developed from the 
French contradanza. It has a characteristic "habanera rhythm", and is usually performed with accompanying 
lyrics. It was the first written music to be rhythmically based on an African motif, and the first dance 

music from Cuba to be exported all over the world. This fine arrangement has been taken from Bizet's opera 
Carmen. Bizet, who had never visited Spain, sought out appropriate ethnic material to provide an authentic 

Spanish flavour to his music and used genuine folksongs to utilise the rhythms and instrumentation 
associated with flamenco music. 

Take care not to confuse the habanera with the habanero, as the habanero is a variety of extremely hot chilli 
pepper. Sometimes spelled (and pronounced) habañero, unripe habaneros are green, and they change colour as 

they ripen. Habanero chillis are so hot they are rated between 100,000–350,000 on the Scoville scale. In 
2000, the habanero was listed in the Guinness Book of World Records as the World's Hottest Chilli, but it 
has since been displaced by a number of other hotter chilli peppers, namely the Red Naga or Ghost Chilli 

Pepper which was certified by the Guinness Book of World Records and rated at more than 1 million Scoville 
units in 2007, 400 times hotter than Tabacso Sauce.  

In this arrangement, trombonist Mike Hext sets-up the famous main theme, played firstly by the french horn 
and later the first trumpet over open vibes and cup-muted trombones before allowing the improvised solo 

trombone to enjoy the simple and effective chord sequence, with a hint of smokey blues. 
 

Georges Bizet 

Georges Bizet (1838–1875) was born Alexandre César Léopold Bizet in Paris, the son of Adolphe, a hairdresser 
and occasional songwriter. Georges was a French composer of the romantic tradition, best known for his 

operas. In a career cut short by a very early death, Bizet achieved few successes before his final 
work, Carmen, which has become one of the most popular and frequently performed works in the entire opera 
repertory. As a student Conservatoire de Paris, Bizet won many prizes, including the prestigious Prix de 

Rome in 1857. He was also recognised as an outstanding pianist. Returning to Paris after almost three years 
studying in Italy, he found that the main Parisian opera theatres preferred the established classical 

repertoire to the works of newcomers. Restless for success, he began many stage projects, most of which 
were abandoned. Neither of his two operas during the 1860's that reached the stage at this time were 

successful. After the Franco-Prussian War of 1870–71, during which Bizet served in the National Guard, he 
once again had little success with his one-act opera Djamileh, though an orchestral suite derived from 

the incidental music for the play L'Arlésienne was instantly popular. The production of Bizet's 
final opera, Carmen, was delayed because of fears that its themes of betrayal and murder would offend 

audiences. After its premiere on 3 March 1875, Bizet was convinced that the work was a failure; he died of a 
heart attack three months later, unaware that it would prove a spectacular and enduring success. 

 
Superbrass Music 

Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions and 
arrangements for brass and percussion. 

Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest quality. 
Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 

A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 
ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 

The future is in your hands. 
Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 

 
If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at info@superbrass.co.uk 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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SB1: Como Poden per sas Culpas                                                                          Arranged by Jock McKenzie 
SB2: Tientos y Danzas                                                                    Composed by Gareth Wood 
SB3: Dindirindin                                                                                            Arranged by Jock McKenzie 
SB4: Fugatango                                                                                          Composed by Steve Waterman 
SB5: Air des Espagnol                                                                               Composed by Jean-Baptiste Lully 
SB6: Donde el Mar Saluda al Cielo                                                                          Composed by Mark Bassey 
SB7: Homenaje a Don Luis de Victoria                                                             Composed by Tomás Luis de Victoria 
SB8: Los Canarios                                                                                            Composed by Gaspar Sanz 
SB9: Juanear                                                                                                Composed by Jim Rattigan 
SB10: La Perla Negra                                                                                       Composed by Colin Skinner 
SB11: Dulcinea                                                                                              Composed by David Powell 
SB12: Castles in Spain                                                                                   Composed by Mark Lockheart                                                                                                
SB13: Malagueña                                                                                        Composed by Ernesto Lecuona  
SB14: Clapp!!!!                                                                                                Composed by Paul McGhee 
SB15: Leviathan                                                                                              Composed by Paul Denegri 
SB16: Saeta                                                                                                     Composed by Gil Evans                                                                                              
SB17: Sunny                                                                                                 Composed by John Eacott                                             
SB18: The Incredibles                                                                                   Composed by Michael Giacchino                  
SB19: Children of Sanchez                                                                               Composed by Chuck Mangione                                            
SB20: La Virgen de La Macarena                                                            Composed by Bernardo Bautista Monterde                                                                           
SB21: Soul Bossa Nova                                                                                     Composed by Quincy Jones                                                                                      
SB22: Smoke on the Water                                                                                  Composed by Deep Purple                                            
SB23: Innuendo                                                                        Composed by Mercury, May, Taylor and Deacon                                            
SB24: Flood Warning                                                                                    Composed by Mark Nightingale                                            
SB25: Highforce                                                                                           Composed by Mark Lockheart 
SB26: Icebreaker                                                                                             Composed by Tom Harrold 
SB27: Inchcolm                                                                                              Composed by Terry Johns 
SB28: Wade in the Water                                                                                    Arranged by Mark Bassey 
SB29: Deep River                                                                                             Arranged by Mark Bassey 
SB30: The Healing Stream                                                                                   Composed by David Powell 
SB31: The Raft of Medusa                                                                                   Composed by Gareth Wood 
SB32: Underground Plumbing Blues                                                                           Composed by Andy Baker 
SB33: Firewater                                                                                             Composed by Jim Rattigan 
SB34: Enormous Pink Jellyfish                                                                              Composed by Mark Bassey 
SB35: Memories of You                                                                                        Composed by Eubie Blake 
SB36: Solving the Riddle                                                                                       Composed by Billy May 
SB37: Spain                                                                                                   Composed by Chick Corea 
SB38: Sing Sing Sing                                                                                         Composed by Louis Prima 
SB39: “Peter Gunn” Theme                                                                                  Composed by Henry Mancini 
SB40: The Green Hornet                                                                                        Composed by Billy May 
SB41: Gonna Fly Now – Theme from “Rocky”                                                                   Composed by Bill Conti 
SB42: Rondeau from Abdelazar                                                                             Composed by Henry Purcell 
SB43: Prelude from Te Deum                                                                   Composed by Marc-Antoine Charpentier 
SB44: Rondeau from Sinfonies des Fanfares                                                        Composed by Jean-Joseph Mouret 
SB45: Habanera from Carmen                                                                                 Composed by George Bizet  
SB46: Funk                                                                                              Composed by Keiron Anderson 
SB47: Tubasco                                                                                              Composed by Duncan ward 
SB48: Brass Braziliana                                                                                   Composed by Keiron Anderson 
SB49: Theme from “Shaft”                                                                                     Composed by Isaac Hayes 
SB50: Trumpet Tune and Air                                                                               Composed by Henry Purcell 
SB51: A Redbridge Raga                                                                                      Composed by Chris Wilcox 
SB52: Finale from Organ Symphony                                                                  Composed by Camille Saint-Saëns 
SB53: Masque after “Dioclesian”                                                                            Composed by Henry Purcell 
SB54: Alloy                                                                                                  Composed by Chris Wilcox  
 


